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PRESIDENT 'S PAGE 


Idaho put its best foot forward at the PNLA Conference in 
Sun Valley last month, and we were proud of the fine representation of 
Idaho Librarians who were present. A lively breakfast meeting of Idaho 
people was held during which problems were discussed with Miss Janice 
Kee, Executive Secretary of the Public Libraries Division of the 
American Library Association. 


Following the conference a joint meeting of the new Idaho State 
Library Board and your ISLA Executive Board was held in Boise with 
Miss Kee as discussion leader, It was a most enthusiastic and inspira- 
tional meeting, and we all left with the feeling that a firm foundation 
had been established for close cooperation and mutual assistance between 
the State Library Board and the Idaho State Library Association. If 
present plans materialize all members of the ISLA may look forward 
to hearing Miss Kee as the featured speaker at the state meeting in 
Pocatello next May. 


Our starting point is in the strengthening of the State Library. 
The new Library Board has taken the first step in the adoption of a 
written definition of the term "qualified Librarian," which the state 
law empowers them to appoint to administer the State Library. This 
definition, submitted to the Library Board at its request by the ISLA, 
appears on the following page. Budget limitations for the current 
biennium make action on this appointment impossible at present. It 
is the obligation of every librarian in Idaho to see that these limitation 
do not extend bayond June of 1955. Make known in your communities the 
needs of the State Library. Make your own need of the supplementary 
help of a State Library felt by writing in your requests for books 
you do not have in your local libraries. Write to the State Library 
for reference help when you or your patrons need information. One of 
the very best ways to help the cause of library development in Idaho 
is to become vocal about the lack of it. The resources of the State 
Library are limited at present, but you will be surprised at the help 
you may receive even with the present limitations. 


A program of cooperation is starting with the Home Demonstration 
Leaders in the Agricultural Extension Service to bring: the Rural Reading 
Program into action in Idaho. Your president and a member of the State 
Library Board are to speak at the state conference of Home Demonstration 
Councils this month in Boise, A list of books available at the 
State Traveling Library will be distributed at the conference and 
throughout the state by the county agents. Public libraries can halp 
by acquiring as many of the books on the list as possible for their 
patrons, for the State Traveling Library cannot have many copies of 
a title. Copies of this list will be mailed to public libraries 
under separate cover. 


You will all benefit by purchasing a copy of THE WONDERFUL WORLD OF 
BOOKS,#* and learning about the Rural Reading Conference and nation- 
wide Rural Reading program sponsored by the United States Department 
of agriculture Extension Service, and attended and supported by 
representatives of the library profession, adult education associations, 
book publishers and church groups from many parts of the United 


States. 


Reading citizens are informed citizens and informed citizens 
need library service. Let us ali do our part to bring about the 
extension of library service in Idaho, I'm going to close with 
some thoughts left with us by Mrs. Beatrice Rossell who spoke on 
library extension at Sun Valley, "Obstacles are what we see when 
we take our eyes off the goal." There are three kinds of people, 
"Those who make things happen, those who watch things happen, and 
those who don't know anything is mppening." Let us as librarians 
be among those who make things happen, and let us keep our eyes 
on the goal of library service for everyone in our state] 


Marion Bingham 


* THE WONDERFUL WORLD OF BOOKS, edited by Alfred Stefferud, published 
as a Mentor Book for 35¢ by the New American Library of World Literature, 
Ince, 501 Madison Avenue, New York 22, N.Y. Published in cloth binding 
by Houghton Mifflin Company. 


THE NEW STATE LIBRARY BOARD 


The new State Library Board appointed by Governor Len Jordan this | 
summer includes the following individuals: 


Mrs. William Nixon, Bonners Ferry, President 
Mrs. Charles E. Winstead, Boise, Vice-President 
Mrs. Martha Kennedy, Pocatello, Secretary 


Mr. Alton B. Jones, State Superintendent of Education 
Ex Officio Member and Treasurer 


| 
| 
j 
| | 


STATEMENT OF CUALIFICATIONS FOR ST/TE LIBRARIAN OF IDAHO : 


The Idaho library law charges the State Library Board with the 
responsibility to appoint a "qualified iibrarian" to discharge the 
duties of State Librarian. In stating the cefinition of the term 
"qualified librarian" the Idaho State Librayg Association bears in 
mind the responsibilities of the State Library to promote the es~ 
tablishment of new libraries and to cooperate with existing libraries 
as well as to provide direct service to the citizens of Idaho. The 
Idaho State Library Association feels that the requisites for a liorarian 
qualified to perform these obligations should includes 


1. Graduation from a library school accredited by the American 
Library Association. 


2. Demonstrated ability in the field of library extension. 


3. Knowledge of library development and needs, 


he Expert knowledge of the techniques of bringing books 
and people together. 


S. An understanding of the library services of both school and 
public libraries. 


6. Qualities of leadership and professional status which will 
enable the hibrarian to assume successfully the position 
of Jeadership in the State which will come automatically 
by virtue of the office. 


N.B. The biennium appropriation for the State Library Board for the 

Traveling Library is $26,140.00; thus the salary likely to be 
demanded by a person with the above qualifications would not be 
possible during this biennium. Presently four employees are 
required as the minimum. 


LIBRARY EXTENSION IN IDAHO 
(A talk by the President of the Idaho State Library Association at the 
Pacific Northwest Library Association Conference, September 11, 1953.) 


Idaho can learn a very great deal from the meeting this morning, for 
extension of library service in our state is just beginning to ascend the 
ladder, 


We have no legal base in Idaho for establishment of county or regional 
libraries. Some towns give service beyond their limits, but for the most 
part the only library service available to rural Idaho is the State 
Traveling Library service, 


The information in this talk has been gathered from early reports 
of the State Library Commission and in an interview with the Acting 
Librarian of the State Traveling Library. 


The State Traveling Library was established through efforts of the 
Woman's Columbian Club of Boise, who also established the Boise Public 
Library. This group raised funds in 1899 to purchase 1) cases of books to 
be circulated around the state. The venture was successful, and in 1901 
the first Idaho Free Library Commission was established. 


This commission was composed of two ex-officio members, the State Super~ 
anécmdent of Public Instruction and the President of the University of 
Idaho, and three members appointed by the Governor, Six thousand dollars 
was appropriated for the biennium, and the Columbian Club turned over 
their books, 


The State Library Commission was created by act of Legislature in 
March of 1903 and served until June 30, 1953. There were four ex-officio 
members, the Attorney-General as Chairman, the President of the University 
of Idaho, the Superintendent of Public Instruction, and the Secretary 
of State. 


Under supervision of this commission the Traveling Library has 
grown from the original 1) cases totaling arowid 700 books to a collection 
of 36,675 bookse There is a staff of four, and the budget for the current 
biennium is $26,140 of which $5,000 is designated for the book collection. 
Consignments of books are sent by parcel post to individuals, schools or 
communities who request them, and, insofar as the collection will permit, 
books are selected to fill each request. The average consignment may be 
150 books, though some are as large as 250. A station may be established 
in a community on petition of six taxpayers. These may appoint a librarian, 
or books may be sent to an already existing library and circulated 
according to the existing regulations, The Traveling Library pays the 
postage to the town; the town bears cost of return postage. 


A principal may borrow books for a school or a teacher for her 
classroom. The school pays postage both ways, Individuals may register 
for a card and borrow directly. An individual borrower pays the postage 
both ways. The period of loan to schools and individuals is one month 
with renewal privilege. The period of loan to communities is three 
months, To schools the shipment is one boek per pupil with ten or 
twelve extra included. To communities an attempt is made to send the 
number and type of books requested, 


During the biennium 1950-52 some service was extended :ithin 

39 of Idaho's counties, Consignnaents wore sent to 208 stations 
including indivicuels and schools.) In the last eighteen months 
17 boxes of books have been sent. In iooking over early reports 
emphasis seems to have been on community library stations, I an 
vold that recently the greater percentzge of the consignments has 
been sent to schools, fhe traveling Library does work by mail when 
information is requested. 


Idaho State Library Asgociation has tried for years to do its 
bit toward stimlation of interest in the extension of library 
service and to promote legislation that wuld make possible local 
support of county libraries, During the decade 190-1950 the Idaho 
State Library Association was inactive because of staff shortages 
during the war and difficulty of travel, In November 1950 the Idaho 
State Library Association was reactivated, and its publication, the 
IDAHO LIBRARIAN, was revived, 


During its first biennium its principal efforts toward development 
of Library [Extension were the studies of the Library Development 
Comittee and the activities of the Legislative Conmittee, In July 
1952, the IDAHO LIBRARIAN published the first report of the Library 
Development Committee, It included zs nearly complete as possible 
a list of existing public libraries with statistices on their collections, 
circulation and income, This report also included comparison of the 
status of library service in Idaho with that of four other states 
with large rural populations, ‘he study showed the percentage of 
Idaho's population receiving no library service to be the highest in 
the eleven Western States and sixth highest in the United States, 
Slightly over half of Idaho's population has no local library service, 
A study of the geography, population and tax resources of Idaho to 
cetermine whether and how regional libraries of acceptable standards 
could be established was algo in the Library Development Committee 
Report, This study included a possible division of the state into 
six library regions based on geographical barriers and transportation 
systems, 11 six could support adecuate regional libraries on a two- 
mill levy if incorporated places are included, This report was most 
helpful to the Legislative Committee during the 1953 legislative 
session, 


The Library Development Committee in the present biennium is 
continuing this study 'rith direct wuestiomaires to each library to 
bring the statistics up to date and learn the exact extent of its 
service, Effort is also being made to gupplement the list of 
libraries with names of those that may have been overlooked in the 
first directory. 


In the 1953 Legislature the Idaho State Library Association 
sponsofed a bill to change the ex-officio State Library Commission to 
a foursmember State Library Board, three members of which are to be 
appointed by the Governor, The fourth is the Superintendent of 
Public Instruction, exeofficio, The bill passed and went into effect 
July 1, 1953, ippointment of the new board members was completed in 
August, Their first meeting has been planned to coincide with liiss 
Xee's visit to the ilorthwest, and we are looking forward to a joint 


meeting of the State Boerd and the Icsho State Library Association 
Board to hear Miss Kee in Boise tomorrow, September 12, 


We a11 feel that Icaho is now about to take the next step 
up the ladder of extension of library service and «re especially 
happy that iliss Kee can be with us just at this time to give 
us all some much needed inspiration and direction, 


ilerion Bingham 


"Unique among the reports of public libraries is one recently re- 
ceived from the Public Library of Fort Wayne and Allen County (59th 
Annual Report), The unique feature of this is the fact that in an 
addition to summarizing the activities of the institution for 1952, 
it included a statistical abstract of Allen County. Writes Rex M. 
Patteroff, Librarian, 


In connection with this annual report, I am including 
a compilation by our Reference Department of facts and 
figures about Fort Wayne and Allen County which may be of 
interest to a great many citizens of this community. 
These materials have been furnished by many governmental, 
quasi-governmental, and other institutions at some in- 
convenience to themselves,...It is our intention to revise 
and increase this compilation annually hereafter... 
We do hope, however, to include these and other statistics 
subsequently, so that the annual report of this library 
in later years will become an increasingly useful statistical 
abstract of Fort Wayne and Allen County. 


From the above quotation it will be seen that the report of the 
library itself reflects the community which it serves, That a public 
library report should include more than the institution itself, and 
present imrortant community data, may be somewhat novel, but never~ 
theless is based upon a sound theory of serving the community, In- 
cluded in the large envelope with the report were twelve pamphlets on 
several and various phases of the early history of Fort Wayne and 
Allen County, which pamphlets bear the imprint of the library and were 
put together by its staff. This research function is one that every 
library whould engage in." Peter T,. Conmy in "Oak Leaves", (Librarian's 
Memorandum, Oakland, California, Public Library) Vol. 6, No. 12, 

May 8, 1953. 


IDAHO PUBLIC LIBRARY STATISTICS, APRIL, 1953 


(Prepored by Mrs. Edith G. Robinson, Acting Librarian, Idaho State 
Traveling Library) 


Population Town with library Population .. Total 

(with library 

70,69 # Boise 3h, 393 service) 
Meridian 1,810 


3, 3447 Council 748 


41,745 Grace 761 
* Pocatello 


6,834 Montpelicr 
* Paris 


6,173 Plummer 
* St. Maries 


23,271 Aberdeen 
* Blackfoot 


5, 36 


1,776 


14,853 Priest River 
* Sandpoint 


30, 210 * Idaho Falls 


5,908 * Bonners Ferry 
2,722 * Arco 


1,079 


53, 597 * Caldwell 
Nampa 


Parma 


9 
| County 
Ada 
3 
Adams 
26,092 
774 
9 
2,220 
5 > 180 
Shelley 1,856 
“B, 522 
Blaine | | Bellevue 528 
* Hailey 1,46) 
T; 9 2 
Boise 
265 
’ 
Bonneville 19, 218 19, 218 
Butte 961 961 
Camas 
16,185 
| 1, 369 
28, 


County 


Caribou 


Cassia 


Clark 


Clearwater 


Custer 


E-more 


Franklin 
Fremont 


Gem 


Gooding 


Idaho 


Jcfferson 


Jerome 


Kootenai 


Population 


5,576 
14,629 


918 
8, 217 


3, 318 


6,687 


9,867 
9,351 


8, 730 


11,101 


11,423 


10,495 


24,947 


Town with library 


* Soda Springs 
* Burley 
Oakley 


* Orofino 
Pierce 


* Challis 
Mackay 


Glenns Ferry 
* Mountain Home 


* Preston 


Asnton 
* St. Anthony 


* Emmett 
Sweet 


* Gooding 
Wendell 


* Grangeville 


* Rigby 


Eden 
* Jerome 


* Coeur d'Alene 
Harrison 
Post Falls 
Ravhdrum 
Spirit Lake 


Population 


1, 329 
5, 92h 
68), 


1,656 


728 
760 


1,515 
1,387 
1,256 
2,695 


3,067 
53h 


3,099 
1,483 


2, 
1,826 


456 
523 


12,198 
322 

1, 069 
610 
823 


10 


Total 


(with Libra: 


service) 


1,826 


= 
1,329 
608 
200 
“3,002 
| 
3,001 
502 
|| 
12,080 
“T3979 
15,020 


Minidoka 
Nez Perce 
Oneida 


Owyhee 
Payette 


Power 


Shoshone 


Population 


20,971 


6,278 


208 
4,256 


9,156 


9,785 
22,658 
4, 287 
6,307 
11,921 


22,806 


3, 20 
40,979 


4, 270 


Town with library Popuiation 


10, 593 
1,02 
531 


500 
2,648 


Shoshone 


* Rexburg 
Sugar City 

* Rupert 

* Lewiston 

* Malad City 
Homedale 
Fruitland 
Payette 


American Falls 


Twin Falls 


Cascade 


Donnel 
Stibnite 


Weiser 


1 


Total 


service) 


3,098 
12,985 


County 
(with libm 
Latah Moscow 
Troy 
12,108 
Lomhi Cobalt 
* Salmon 
35 18 
Lewis 
Lincoln Richfield 29 
1,420 
“I, 
Madison | 4, 253 
684 
12,985 
2,715 2,715 
1,411 1,411 
573 
4,032 
Kellogg 4,913 
Mullan 2,036 
* Wallace 3,140 
10, 009 
Twin Falls Buhl 2,870 
Filer 
17,600 
Valley 943 
595 
“3,428 
Washington 8,576 + 3,961 3,961 


The Teton Library, x Driggs, (Teton County) has discontinued 
operation because of a failure in tax levy. 


The library at Horseshoe Bend (Idaho County) is not in 
operation at the present time, 


The State Traveling Library serves patrons in Boise, Camas, 
and Clark Counties, 


The State Traveling library serves approximately 5,000 
people, exclusive of community libraries, 


* The towns marked with an asterisk are county seats in 
their respective counties, 


588,637 total population of Idaho (1950 census, by Compton's Enc.) 


347,616 total urban population (including Cobalt, 500) 
ZyL,021” population outside cities and villages listed in Compton's 
(1950 census) 


total population 
population served by libraries (including Traveling Library) 
population without library sepvice 


total urban population 
population with library scrvice 
urban population without library service 


rural population 
urban population without library service 
population needing library service 


12 

wm 

588,637 | 
: 285,001 

303,630 
“2,615 
2,61 

505,036 


P.N.L.A. CONVENTION AT SUN VALLEY 


For nearly forty-five years, Idaho's professional librarians have 
taken part in the meetings and activities of the Pacific Northwest 
Library Association, and have traveled long distances to the Association's 
conventions in Seattle, Victoria, Portland, Glacier National Park, and 
other cities and resorts. 


This year, for the first time, the Association met in Idaho, at 
Sun Valley on September 9a)2, All 250 present seemed in agreement that 
the preparations for, and management of, the Sun Valley Meeting were 
up to the best standards of P.N.L.A. conventions, and that the Idaho 


committee on arrangements had done a most commendable job in preparing 
for the meeting. 


The weather cooperated, giving us a week which was neither chilly 
nor blistering, but with plenty of Sun Valley's sunshine nevertheless, 


For the first time in P.N.L.A. history, so far as the oldest members 
present could recall, P.N.L.A. was welcomed by the governor of the host 
state. The convention was fortunate also in having as a guest speaker, 
Miss Flora B, Ludington, president of the American Library Association. 


Among various items of business considered was the vital one of 
library extension and development. Mrs. Beatrice Sawyer Rossell, in an 
address to the convention, summarized the progress and tendencies of 
extension work, past anid present, and indicated directions which may 
follow in the future. The presidents of each state and provincial 

library association reported on the library situation in their areas. 


The Library Development Committee reported preparations practically 
complete for a request to some foundation for a grant of funds. The 
grant is needed to study intensively means and directions of library 
development in the Pacific Northwest in the years just ahead. 


More detailed reports of the convention deliberations will be 
published in the P,N.L.A. Ouarterly,. 


Librarians of Idaho may be assured that in entertaining the 1953 
P.N.L.A. Convention, they have created a very favorable impression of 
our state among our neighbors in the Pacific Northwest, 


Leonard Thorp 
Idaho Representative, 
P.N.L.A. 


(PATRONIZE OUR ADVERTISERS; TELL THEM WHERE YOU SAW THE AD!) 


THE WRITER IN THE MOUNTAIN WEST 


(A talk to the Sun Valley Conference 
September 10, 1953) 


Ladies and Gentlemen: 


Probably the largest group of people interested in books that 
Idaho has ever seen is gathered here. I want to talk to you about some 
of the trends that may be coming in writing, not only in writing, but 
in that strategic activity in which the librarian actually plays the 
vital role--that of historical research. 


First, "The Writer in the Mountain West". One wonders today in 
a period of practical empire building such as this country has never 
before seen, what effect this is to have upon the writer of the 
Mountain West. What changes have come over the centers of writing 
in the American West during the last twenty or thirty years? What 
trends of thought may be opening; what may be the products of 
writing or research? I speak of the writer, of course, in collaboration 
with the librarian. 


Ten thousand miles of travel through the West this summer served 
somewhat to clarify some of these problems in my own mind, I traveled 
from Pocatello into the upper Snake River into the most beautiful 
valleys. I went down the Great Basin of the western ranges, on down 
through the Grand Canyon, across the bleak and dry country to the 
Navaho Indian Reservation, and on to the Rio Grande. 


Some twenty years ago, I moved from the Plains Country of 
Oklahoma to Santa Fe and Taos. I can remember Santa Fe, New Mexico 
as being a little town, 20 years ago, the capital of the State, with 
about 12 thousand people. It was the tremendous growth of the city of 
Santa Fe that surprised me. On no longer finds there things or people 
that were there in the old days, such as writers, some of whom were 
famous names like those of D.H. Lawrence and Mary Austin. 


I spent three days in Santa Fe doing research work; and while 
there I asked about the writers - the present day writers - in Santa 
Fe. I asked a lady 80 years old, the wife of an early day artist, what 
had become of them, for I had seen nothing in the local newspapers 
about writers, She said that the writers had gone, and that times 
had changed. The Atomic Energy Commission had come in there, Many 
of her friends hed moved over to the less settled states to the west- 
ward. Lands and roads were now patrolled by military police, traveling 
here and there, Santa Fe writers today, she said, had become commercial 
writers, engaged in writing Christmas and holiday greeting cards. 


In the old days Carmel, California, too, was noted as a writerst 
center. The two famous names, of course, associated with Carmel even 
today, are those of Robinson Jeffers, who is still working there, 
and of John Steinbeck, who has lived for sometime on the Pacific 
Coast. Go out there and see what has happened in this period of 
change. Other writers have come up from Hollywood; but they are script 
writers and television writers. They are all right, but the old-timer 


15 


has moved on, In the old days they were doing research for books on 
California; but the researchers that have taken over are doing 
research for Hollywood scripts anc television. 


I think one place for writers today is the State of Nevada, where 
a certain few are up in the hills who see something in this American West 
which is not written about in the Zane Grey type of thing. One other 
place where writers seem to be congregating is Tucson. The writers in 
the Mountain West may have been driven out of their old haunts, but 
I think it can be said that they are not guving to go the way of the 
buffalo, In this country they may be driven into tne hills and crags, 
but they are still around. They will put out sme remarkable wrks, and 
these will be done in collaboration with librarians. 


I think that no region in America offers to the writer as wonderful 
a background as the West, because the writer has had laid out before 
him for centuries a remarkable and heroic history. He has a million 
Square miles of valley, mountain, and river country to deal with, 
I cannot, for example, get over the exploits of the early Spaniards 
in opening up this country. I do not know whether many people have 
looked into the history of the more southerly regions, but by 1550 
the Spaniards had established 50 major towns with their missions and 
were beginning to open the country. 


History and geography, it seems to me, bring to the writer in the 
Mountain West another problem, That problem concerns literary style. 
Must all our stories of the West be of the Zane Grey type; or can we 
bring in a new style of Western story and make them epics, because this 
mountain country is a country of epic? I think a writer may learn 
much by going far back into the history of Europe, the Middle Ages 
and before that into the Dark Ages. One can learn much, I feel, by 
reading the Song of Roland, the epic of Beowulf, the highland sagas of 
North with theit sense of reality and sense of earth. 


A change of style may actually come about here, a new style out of 
the stream of materialism and impressionism, which will give us the 
literature that we need. I do not know, I feel that, as one looks 
at writing of Western writers of today, it is possible to see certain 
new rends. 


Now in that connection, let us consider literary techniques in 
use by present day writers of this Western country. Walter Clark 
of Nevada comes to mind. Writing in the Ox-Bow Incident, Clark 
has attempted to give to the West a psychological treatment which I 
think is significant. Another man who comes to mind is Oliver LaFarge, 
who still lives in New Mexico. The book I think of is Laughing Boy, 
in which he presents sucessfully the conflict between en 


and the Navaho, He did this by interpreting the past, and by basing 
his works on realism, fact, and meses eta: the feel and heart and 
soul of the country. 


Finally, what about the role of the Western librarian in all this? 
All over the Western country one finds volumes of history which have been 
published by our local newspapers, publishing concerns, and by the people 
themselves at their own expense. These are records perhaps of a trail 


drive through the Western Country during the gold rush or of mining 
history when the mines opened in Idaho. Scme of them deal with 

early establishments in this mountain country. They deal with 

all phases of history. It is hard to find mary of these books, but 

in carrying out certain research for books of my own, i have discovered 
that these can be of enormous value to the writer. I should like to 
suggest that whenever possible tiese books by local publishers be 
collected erd made a part of the larger libraries, 


"Tae Writer in the Mountain West", I believe, is not a vanishing 
breed by any means, The Atomic Energy Commission, industry, the movement 
of people westward again into this country: all of these things have 
had their effect, But writers are still writing, and their work is 
growing in stature. I believe that practical developments, together 
with the growth of a truly representative regional literature, make 
the future bright with promise, 


Forrester Blake 
Assistant Professor of English 
Idaho State College 


"Unfortunately, largely through the fault of librarians themselves, 
too much emphasis has been devoted to the strictly quantitative aspects 
of library performance, To the librarian the first measureof a public 
library is likely to be: How many books did it circulate last year? 
Reading Errooe to him constitutes a good; hence, the more reading the 
better. ere is, of course, something to the argument; we may not 
know the nature of 'the good', but the mere fact that a book is read 
means that it profited someone, if by no mxcre than to save him moment- 
arily from boredom. 


But the library can surely make a more positive contribution than 
this. I need only mention three general areas in which it may contribute 
to the development of better citizens and, by extension, of a better 
democracy. First, it can contribute to the understanding of national 
and international problems, The kind of international organization 
that is established and the ways in which it may best fulfil its pur- 
poses are matters of serious concern to all of us, regardless of where 
we live. Perhaps only a minority will try to understand these prob- 
lems, but those few should most certainly have the opportunity to find 
out about them. Second, the library can contribute to an understand- 
ing of the hundreds of matters of personal concern: health and san- 
itation, the problems of the home, religion and philosophy, to say 
nothing of vocational aids, such as better methods of farming and 
marketing. And, third, the library can contribute to an understanding 
of those matters which are of eternal value ~ a knowledge of the 
sciences, natural and social; an appreciation and enjoyment of art and 
literature; an acquaintance with history. The library which makes 
these contributions need not apologise, regardless of whether its book 
circulation is large or small,"---Leon Carnovsky, on "Library Service 
to Rural Communities", in Education for Rural America, Floyd W. Reeves, 
editor, University of Chicago Press, 1945, ppe 


A PUBLIC LIBRARY COOPERATES WITH THE SCHOOLS 
(From the 1952-1953 annual report of the Idaho Falls Public Library) 


In a library there are always problems and many of them are 
connected with school work, 


This year the local schools have had to make adjustments to many 
new conditions such as new buildings, a different organization, and 
many new faculty members, There was a new High School building, 
(not quite complete at the opening). It was further from the Public 
Library so students could not come to us in their free periods as 
conveniently as in past years. This is not as serious as it would 
have been a few years ago when we were doing all of the School 
Library work, However, for two or three years, until the High School 
Library fully meets the accrediting standards, it will be a handicap 
to them. In our library it relieves a portion of the tension caused 
by many students coming in and out all day. 


Our largest problem with Senior High students was in their History 
Department where the High School Library is especially weak. However, 
the Principal and Superintendent have promised to allow the Library 
money to add materially to this subject for next year. This should 
ease one of our problems with the public who could not understand 
why all American History was on a "do not lend Temporary Reserve" 
for several months, Next year we will put it on a three day or one 
week loan to every one, 


At the Junior High the Library is practically non-existent so 
we still serve, to all intents and purposes, as their school library. 
They are so close that there are usually some students working here 
each period, This is especially true the latter part of the year when 
they are studying vocations, for most cf this material is in pamphlet 
form which does not circulate. This makes our work heavier during 
school hours but lightens our burdens during the after school rush. 
We will be glad when the Junior High begins to develop its Library. 


Another of their problems that was reflected in ours this year 
was the Junior High elective course in dramatics. A new teacher whose 
experience had been in High School and college was hired for the work. 
She found there was no text for the course nor any notes or guides 

left by predecessors, She tried to adapt and simplify her former 
courses in dramatic appreciation to 7th grade level, As the school 

had no material for her use, she sent the children over here for it, 

We had nothing in the Children's Room and could find no record of 
anything on their reading level which we could buy. The result was 

that they swarmed into the Adult Department after school hours with 
much excitement, causing considerable unfavorable comment from the 
general public. The teacher plans to spend considerable time this 
summer replanning the course and to check our material. This should 
eliminate a great deal of the confusion but the school will have to 
either provide a text or a large amount of reference material before the 
course can be satisfactory to students, teacher or public. 
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For several years our noon hours have presented serious discipline 
problems, However, this year, the mild weather and some noon-hour 
recreation programs at Junior High have taken care of many of these 
Gifficulties, If, as plarned, these cre continued and the Y.M.C.A. 
building is completed so that they undertake a noon hour schedule, 


we should have further relief and there may ever be opportunity for 
a little service to adults at this hour, 


An interesting project in the school system this year was Central 
Intermediate School in the old High School building. This included all 
fifth and sixth grade classes in the city schools. Such an institution 
is a modern development and has not been tried in many places. The 
results of the experiment are being watched from all over the country. 
So far, it appears to us, to be quite satisfactory to pupils, teachers 
and parents. Chief objectors have been principals of the schools from 
which the classes are drawn. 


During the early part of the year when we would normally have 
been giving lessons in the use of the library to these children, the 
school was in process of organization and it seemed unwise for ther 

to become involved in any extra curricular activities. As a result we 
were having these classes in March and April when we should have been 
free to receive visits from many classes to which regular lessons are 
not given and from groups from other school districts and organizations 
where there is no library. Many of these, especially the rural schovls, 
like to bring their children to see what a library really is. 


Seventy-eight classes from Kindergartners through High School 
Seniors have come to the Library this year. Twenty of these were 
visitors, These were given some explanation of the library and its 
use or how to find specific information, Stories were read or toid 
to the younger groups. The other fifty-eight classes were given 
definite instruction and practice in library use, such as book 


classification and location on shelves and use of catalog or Reader's 
Guide, 


In case of visits one or two staff members only need be on duty 
at the time and reading shelves to be used is the main preparation, 
For a class where instruction and practice is given as many staff 
members as possible are needed for supervision to see that the students 
correctly follow instructions and actually find the material assigned 


them. Planning and preparation for these lessons may require several 
hours staff time. 


The Parent-Teacher organizations in several schools are actively 
interested in the building up of school libraries, The work of these 
groups at Central Intermediate and Eastside is especially noteworthy. 
Central P.T.A. raised $600 for their library, A committee of Eastside 
teachers worked here compiling a list of books most needed for their 
school and were delighted to find the P.T.A,. had funds to buy all of them, 
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We are glad to see these libraries developed, There will be, 
not competition, but cooperation in our services, In modern education 
the heart of the school is its library which supplements text books 
and helps develop the child's ability to read selectively and to use 
books as a part of its work, No library will ever have all the material 
it needs so in out-of-school hours the child will find the public library 
organized in a similar manner to its school library and ready to supple~ 
ment it for school work and to provide reading and information for 
leisure time and hobbies. Thus will children find life and literature 
tied together in work and recreation, and develop habits that in most 
cases will carry over into later life, In this way the Public Library 
becomes deeply entrenched in the life of the community. 


Miss Marion Orr 
Librarian, 
Idaho Falls Public Library 


"We hear more and more that this school, this book, or that library 
is under attack by willful groups of self-appointed censors, The 
expressed charge is that the book, the school, or the library is 
offering un-American ideas and must therefore be suppressed or curbed, - 
The charge against libraries is often that of making communist materials 
available, and this, say the pressure groups, is bad for the essential 
reason, they say, that people cannot be trusted to read and understand 
and to form responsible opinions, The people will instead be misled and 
be permeated with an alien philosophy. Instead of letting the citizen 
make up his mind - and he usually does a pretty good job = they say, 

‘We will tell you what to read, and we will tell you what to think.’ 
This is the doctrine of conformity, It seems to me that these groups 
are forgetting a eouple of pretty important facts, First, this 
nation has from the beginning been a nation of nonconformists. In 
the beginning we couldn't agree at Plymouth Rock whether to fall on 
our knees and thank God first or fall on the Indians first. Second, 
our strength has come through nonconformity. And that strength can 
be turned into weakness and fear if we are to conform in our think- 
ing and in our reading and in our decisions. 


This rigid insistence upon conformity of opinion and belief is new dl 
to this country. But 1% was not new to Nazi Germany by the time Hitler! 
house of cards crashed. Germany burned books and issued ideas and 
beliefs by government decree, It is not new today to the peoples of 
the Soviet Union. | 


Just so far as the pressure groups determine for a community what 
books will be taught in its schools and available for us in our 
libraries «- to just that extent we are being forced to follow the 
practices adopted by the enemies of freedom." David H. Clift, "The 
Citizen and the Librery", Texas Library Journal, Vol. 29, No. 2, 
June, 1953, Ppe 


ARE YOUR PUBLIC RELATTONS SHOWING? 


The idea of what constitutes a library has undergone many changes, 
although in some areas, change has been slower than in others. Through- 
out the history of libraries, the misconception has been that libraries 
were only a repository of printed knowledge to be carefully guarded -- 
even hoarded., Fortunately, the recent trend has been for the library 

to grow--to tnclude many activities, and an increasing number of 
facilities not formerly thought of as coming within its scope. The 
insurance men have no corner on the phrase. "from the cradle to the 
grave"; the library serves the mind from the cradle to the grave. 


The library and the school provide the educational center of the 
community--the hub of vocational, inteliectual and recreational activities 


Both belong to the people, But our interest in this article lies with 
the library. 


The library belongs to the people and represents a communal invest- 
ment. And the community certainly is not getting a fair return on its 
investment if the library is not being used fully as a valuable adjunct 
to the schools as a center of community activity. Only through effective 
public relations does the librarian and the community learn the ways in 
which the library is contributing "value received." 


Yhe extent of the service the small rural library gives its community 
is determined to a great degree by the limits of the librarian's 
abilities, vision, effort and time. Certainly she can rely little on 
the book collection. To make the most of her situation requires more 
than custodial care of some wild-wests and whodunits. To some degree, 
the service which the library and the librarian give the community is 
measured by the extent to which the librarian works as a coordinating 
agent making the community serve itself. A measure of the library's 
effectiveness in public relations is the degree to which the community 
is made aware of the many services to be derived from the library. 


Community service, to be sure, is affected by the size and facilities 
of the library. A 200-volume library of citizen discards, out-dated 
encyclopedias, and westerns, cannot give the extensive program of 
community service which is possible for a large city public library. 

But the potentialities for community service should not be underestimated 
in these days of inter-library loan, provided the librarian has the 
vision and the will to serve. 


Just how does the library best serve the community? By beccming 
a factor in the agricultural life of the rural people. By working 
through the young people--creating an interest in doing things, making 
things, owning things, in developing a real personality. Providing 

a variety of factors which influence vocational choices and achievements. 
Fostering public confidence by helping satisfy new and changing needs, 
Building goodwill through good services. Encouraging the active support 
of local important leadership. 


Which of the forms of public relations to use and when to use 
them depends upon the composition of the community and the stage of 
its interest, 


Aside from its own social activities, "silver teas", library 
board or woman's club sponsor meetings, the library could well offer 

its facilities for private social gatherings under a wise administrative 
policy. By "exposing" the library holdings and the library deficien- 
cies to the critical gaze of the community, untold benefits might be 
derived, Perhaps, and not so remote, the intellectual interests of 

the community could be enriched by this wider use of the library, 
curiosity satisfied, and much needed support of library objectives 
activated. The library belongs to the community, as does the school; 
therefore, the community's social program should include services of 
the school and the library as well. It too should be available for 

use. 


The local paper can be utilized for furthering good community 
relations as well as for furthering library interests. A column once 
a week could be devoted to the special interests of the groups 
making up the community, or of general interest to community life. 
Informing the people of the library activity is in itself a service 
and most certainly works for good public relations, 


Certainly the small community library should not neglect the 
outside services available to the community. Via inter-library loan 
and the various free or inexpensive materials available through 
government (state and federal) agencies, the library has nation-wide 
resources from which to draw. It must be remembered, though, that 
while the library can give much direct help to the community, it 
cannot do everything. As its own facilities for service decrease, 
its referral service to better equipped agencies should increase, 


By close cooperation with local schools, a solid basis of public 
relations may be evolved. A "supplementary" buying program may 
encourage and enlarge library use. For the library and the school 
to compete in the community market for public favor does both a 
disservice, A cooperative program of expanding the intellectual 
horizons of the community by sensibly sharing their responsibilities 
is a real aspect of sound public relations. Let the school continue 
in the usual academic preparation of the community youth--the library 
cannot usurp this prerogative--but the library may and can supplement 
the recreational and reference materials available in the school 
library, and still fulfill its duty to the adult community. 


Briefly, the important rules for successful library public 
relations practices might be as follows: 


1. Study the community for its interests and needs, then direct 


library service to meet these factors constructively. 


2. Utilize the recognized leaders of the community and encourage 
their aid in directing activities beneficial to commnity-- 
library development and understanding, 
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3. By using materials at hand, plus a little imagination, do 
first things first, assuming that attainment of the final 
goal will be the culmination of building on a good foundation 


of public relations. 


lh. Have the best library service possible, and then let the public 
know just how good it is----and do it often, 


Rodney Waldron 
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IT IS GETTING LATE 


by 
Jerome Cushnen, librarian 
Salina Public Library 


(Reprinted, by permission of the author, from the Salina Kansas Public 
library 1952 Annual Report) 


Scene from Pogo: 
President Malarky: "What we do, Mole is tar and feather everybody." 


There is an alarming trend toward standardization in our land, Too 
many of the decisions that traditionally belong to us are being made 
in our behalf by experts. Too many people are believing, in the words 
of Learned Hand, "that there is an authoritative well of wisdom to which 
they can turn for absolutes." If all that one has to do is draw water 
from the well of authority, then he has no need to think - no need for 
books which are providers of the ammunition for reflection, All that is 
required is conformity to the dominant cultural and political pattern of 
the moment. And when we make a virtue of conformity, of not sticking our 
necks out, we are taking long strides in eventually ridding ourselves of 
the responsibility of governing, In a democracy we are the governors 
and sticking our necks out testa the efficiency of ideas, and our very 
willingness to do this has provided for the flexibility our form of 
government has developed, 


Things seem to be slowly changing in America, We're having some 
troubles with our morality, We now are condoning good ends and bad means, 
Unreasoning fears possess us, causing us to lash out in fury without 
thought of the consequences of our anger to others and more important, to 
ourselves, We do not seem to be aware of our present preoccupation with 
evil, Aldous Huxley says, "By thinking primarily of evil we tend, 
however excellent our intentions, to create occasions for evil to manifest 
itself." Is this the Age of Anxiety? Are we truly a generation of 
hollow men? Questions are being asked by poets, educators, men of 
religion and statesmen not only here, but all over the world, 


Is the answer to be found in the disjointed times? Are we too 
rich and powerful for our own good? Have we had time to mature as a 
nation before assuming the awful responsibilities of world leadership? 
Some say that we must engage in a serious re-examination of ourselves 
as individuals and,to paraphrase Rollo May, find the center of strength 
within ourselves, The necessity of this search is self evident, Education 
in its formal and informal aspects may be considered one of the factors 
in helping man rediscover himself, 


It might be asked what stake the library has in all this ferment? 
Will it not do its job if it gets the books the community wants, keeps the 
place cool in the summer and warm in the winter, and the proper amount of 
illumination in the book stacks the year around? The answer must be no. 
The library especially now has the duty of reaffirming its emphasis 
that education is its primary business, It need not go out of the 
recreational reading business but goals are needed and policies must be 
stated, and all these in relationship to this primary responsibility: 
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With education as the keynote ther mst be a new connotation to the word 
FREE which prefaces the names of so many libraries in our country. This 
new emphasis should connote Free Ideas more than Free Service. The 
opportunity for the public to choose widely in the range of ideas is 
particularly important at present for the reason that though we still 
have liberty its circle of operation is getting smaller, It is the aim of 
the Salina Public Library to broaden, not limit,the range of thoughtof 

our patrons, agreeing with Lyman Bryson that "the biggest dimension of 
freedom is the dimension of knowing." 


And lastly, the library is going to exert its feeble weight in 
helping man rediscover himself by reassuring its interest in him as an 
individual. We are still more interested in knowing that a young man 
received a highly superior rating at a science meeting partially because 
of some help the library was able to give him than receiving fan mil 
from our radio book talk, 


Both are gratifying, but we're interested in what we do to instividuals 
within the community, not the commnity itself, One can agree with 
Robert Blakely who says, "No urgency or discovery should blur the awareness 
that the individual is the end and the group the means." And while our 
library improves its techniques and increases its work with groups it will 
still pay very special attention to the one person "who has within hin, 
the rare seeds of learning." We would like to associate ourselves with 
Alfred Whitney Griswold, President of Yale University, who said, in 
discussing the place of books and reading in today's society of leisure 
time, "Will he read? Will he make himself a full man and an exact man, 
or will he be content to be merely a ready man - a measure of muscle and 
a shout from the mob? The choice lies before him, Who will help him 
make it? . . . I hope we will." 


"As the people become more concerned with the very real and present 
danger of communism, the librarian must stand firmly for the scrupulous 
integrity and high standards of the public library system, It is 
entirely possible and proper for the librarian to take a position 
against 'book-burning' or suppression of communist works, not simply one 
to defend 'freedom of speech! but also to defend the freedom and right 
of the American people to examine the facts and learn the truth. In 
this spirit the librarian today also has the ae for pro- 


ies =plome mats, permitted 
> which provide oir T public with much 


party than the official textbooks. There are more than 300 competent 
works by qualified writers available on the subject of communism, and 
each library should provide as representative a selection of these 

as possible." Herbert A. Philbrick, "Should Communist Books Be Freely 
Available In Public Libraries?" in Massachusetts Library Association 
Bulletin, January, 1953, Vol. 43, No. I, page 3, 


BOOKSHELVES BEHIND THE IRON CURTAIN 
Dr. Bela Talbot Kardos 
Special Consultant-to the: Library of Congress 


(Reprinted from the January 12, 1953 issue of the Christian 
Science Monitor with permission of the editor.) 


In 1951, leading Soviet librarians intensified their drive for a 
fundamental change in the reorganization of libraries behind the Iron 
Curtain, The effects are now seen on the bookshelves of even the 

provincial libraries of eastern Europe, 


The Russian, Z.N. Ambarcomjan, tells us that library catalogs in 
the western capitalistic world serve research workérs and readers as 
sources of information about the holdings of the library. By present 
ideological Russian standards this is a bourgeois practice and as such 
must be condemned, 


The simplest library catalog, according to Stalinist librarians, 
should be as much an invitation to Marxist revolution and socialist 
production as a flaming political poster or pamphlet. The arrangement 

of subject headings, the classifications, subdivisions, annotations, 

and references should immediately capture the reading public and invade 
the readers! minds, Long lists of subject headings are absolutely 
condemr.ed. The Novosibirsk library was purged because such nomenclatures 
as the following were found: "Tolstoyism" or "Idealist philosophers," 


According to the latest instructions for librarians, for instance, 
“after the novel of A. Tolstoy: ‘*Bread,' reference is to be made to the 
works of Lenin and Stalin on the same subject." The catalog of a great 
library is condemned because it contains Schopenhauer among the 
philosophers but forgets to list Comrade Zhdanov. 


Some books have the same privilege as Communist Party functionaries 
or Politburo members and must be constantly spotlighted. On the other 
hand, Dostoevsky's "Brothers Karamasov" or Gogol's "Correspondence, " 


although written by the greatest classical Russian writers,are purposefully 
nidden from sight. 


The purge and rearrangement of the bookshelves presented the 
greatest difficulties in the satellite countries where the great public 
libraries were mostly founded many centuries ago by book-loving prelates, 
princes, or aristocrats and which had accumulated treasures of the ages 
from holy legends, first Bibles, missales, to Ortega y Gasset, Oswald 
Spengler, and Thornton Wilder. As in society, where the upper classes 
either disappeared or fell to the lowest and vice versa, so with books. 


Not long ago, a book about the libraries of a middle-sized university 
town, Bratislava, present capital of Slovakia, was published which 
gives a glimpse of the upheaval that has upset the whole cultural 
pattern of libraries between the Russian and German spheres. The 
libraries of this once predominantly German, later Hungarian, now Slav 
town were founded, like those of Cracow, Prague, and Buda, in the 

12th and 13th centuries and had collected literature in all the lan- 
guages used in this multilingual area. In the era of nationalism, 
however, at first German, then Hungarian books were favored, and Slav 
publications were put somewhat in the backgroung. 
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In 1919, the situation changed and Hungarian books fell from grace. 
The chief librarian, being an expert from Prague, brought the Czech 

and Slovak material to the fore. In 1938, Czech and Jewish books were 
ousted and burned while German publications had top priority on the 
shelves, In turn, their downfall was swift and complete in 195. 


The ominous struggle of hypernationalism on the bookshelves was 
followed by Marxist class struggle marifested in the extermination of 
agrarian and "religious-fascist" literature, Under this onslaught the 
Slovak literature of the previous era was the chief victim, Then 
came the turn for the publications of the Social Democrats and other 
"petty bourgeois" writers and their downfall. . 


Finally, the writings of Masaryk, Benes, and their era fell from 
grace through the purgatory to the Hades of the Red regime. After so 
many political earthquakes, one can imagine to what abyss the Hungarian 
codices, prayer books of the twelfth century, the German Statute books 
of the fifteenth century, Luther's Bibles,or the Latin Sermone of 

Jan Commenius, the great Czech pedagogue, fell. 


The dissemination of literary works, even especially chosen classical 
masterpieces, plays a more important role now than ever before. East 
Buropean countries such as Hungary, Romania, Czechoslovakia, Poland 
published before the Second World War three to five thousand books a 
year, They now claim to have published six to eight thousand or almost 
double. Much of this increase is due to publication of propaganda 
pamphlets and translations from Russian. Yet it is-certain that the 
number of copies printed far exceeds the prewar output, e.g., the 
Hungarian Statistical Bulletin asserts that, in 1951, 3 million 
copies were published instead of 8 million in 1938 for a total 
population of 9 million, 


The number of public libraries and other distributing agencies for 
literature in factories and cooperatives increased by thousands, The 
staff of every plant and office has to nominate a book distributor who 
is responsible for the dissemination of the prescribed quantity and 
nature of the reading material. They act also as agents for the state 
bookshops and public libraries, prepare statistics on the readers, 
arrange "reading competitions," public book debates, etc. 


This increased activity in the dissemination of literature is 
necessary because the Communist rulers are aware that Marxist-Leninist 
"scientific" literature bores the masses with its strange pseudo= 
scientific dialectic terms. As religious books are also condemned, 
the void has to be filled with especially prepared literary works, | 
Support of the masses is skillfully sought by selecting certain 
authors and masterpieces from world and national literature which 


are interpreted as being in line with revolutionary "progressive 
traditions," 


Sometimes the most conservative, even "reactionary" authors are 
selected, such as the French monarchist legitimist, Honoré de Balgac, 
or, in Hungary, Count Zrinyi, Baron Calassa, romantic historical 
novelists like the Hungarian Maurus Jokai or the Czech Jirasek who 


would be surprised to find themselves favorites of the Communist 
materialists, 


Even religious leaders are presented such as the Czech, Jan Hus, 


ligious substance, 
Ziska, Commenius, but with omission of all their re 
and concentration on their revolutionary dynamism against established 


order or clericalism, 


So the essential inner meaning of the literary works or masters 


is adulterated but the dynamic revolutionary part is used —— 
ends, In this way, the impression is given to the masses tena e 
great names of the past worked in the same direction as present-day 


communism, 


ial novels 
e Slovak librarian who yesterday had to praise the soc 
of viseniane to his readers may today be taken away to a concentration 


ster of iducation, 

Cc if the writings of this poet, who, once Mini 

i Bhan as a Slovak Titoist, are found among his cards = sti 
recommendations. From expensive albums such names and py achat 
be deleted. During the past half year, eight Hungarian a poe —. 
four Slovak, five Czech, three Romanian eminent writers were decilas 


from the first row to complete oblivion. 


(Incidentally, two hitherto 


from the book- 

ed American writers were also recently dropped 

pt ie Upton Sinclair and Steinbeck.) Thus the Marxist — 
eats its own children, and bookshelves are constantly pecan ng 
unpredictable purges that throw the readers into confusion a 


uncertainty. 
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LIBRARIES IN COMMUNIST HUNGARY TODAY 


by 
George G, Strem 


(An excerpt from p. 80,"Cultural life in Satellite Hungary!" pp. 78-89 
The Pacific Spectator, Vol, VII, No. 1 Winter 1953; reprinted by 
permission of the editor and “r, Strem) 


Since “old books," those written before the coming of the Communists, 
are nearly all likely to contain at least a degree of heresy, the 
regime makes special efforts to withhold them from the public. At the 
present time, libraries are forbidden to circulate them, and it is 
expected that before long the various bookstores will be required to 
deliver into state collection centers all volumes not authorized by the 
censors. 


Libraries, through their circulation procedures, are relied upon for 
a considerable exercise of thought control. Upon applying at a circulatior 
desk, the reader is provided with two slips. On one he notes the book 
which he wants to withdraw; on the other he is expected to make observatic 
concerning the book and his impression of it. If he fails to fill out 

or deposit with the library this second slip, he will be considered 
indifferent or hostile, and the regime, in case of a second offense, 

will consider him liable for investigation. “eaders who, on the other 
hand, provide favorable answers are also watched, The more active 

amoung them are recruited into readers’ conferences, where they receive 
special indoctrination into the kinds of literature which the aughoritics 
consider suitable. Participants in these conferences are acceptable as 
candidates for library positions and are allowed eight hours a week 

from their jobs, if they so desire, for attending special courses in 

the University. Those successfully meeting the requirements are accepted 
as "trained" librarians qualified to advise readers and guide them in 
their choise of books, 


The majority of readers, then, must choose between buying such books 
as are released by the nationalized publishing firms and withdrawing 
state=selected volumes from the public libraries. Only a few can obtain 
other reading materials, and as the state gradually takes over the variouw 
publishing houses, the possibilities for securing nonapproved literature 
will diminish steadily, 
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ARE BASIC COMMUNIST WORKS A HENAC# IN PUBLIC LIBRARI“S -- AND IF SO, 
TO WHOM? 


By Maynard Kniskern (Editor, Springfield (Ohio) Sun) 
(Reprinted from the ALA Wewsletter on Intellectual Freedom, January, 1953.) 


The trustees of Warder Public Library had a discussion at a board 
meeting the other day concerning "books on communism" and phonograph 
records for teaching the Russian language. The Library has very few 
authoritative "books on communism" and no Russian-language records at 
all, but apparently even such sparse material as it does have is enough 
to excite suspicion in a few people. 


That kind of suspicion would be difficult to take seriously except 
for the fact that it originates with the very persons who most need to 
be educated in the ways and means of communsim, One thing they could learn 
in a library is that communists are never made in libraries; they are made 

in slums, gutters, dark alleyways, and dingy meeting halls. 


Another fact easily ascertained by anybody willing to look into the 
matter is that people are converted to communism for intensely personal 
and emotional reasons which have their roots in poverty, malnutrition, 
social disadvantages, civil unrest, and real or fancied slights leading 
to a sense of frustration. The occasional wealthy person who turns to 


communism does so through an appeal to his vanity, or his desire for power, 
or both. 


Now such individuals are almost never confirmed in their course by 
reading books; and anyhow if they ever do get around to pursuing "basic" 
communist works it is only after the damage has been done. Normally, 
however, such people read only the crudely-written pamphlets produced 
specifically for them--stuff that is far too low-grade to be accorded a 
place in any library. And of much greater importance than anything in 
print is the indoctrination they get by word of mouth from experienced 
comrades--this constituting a good deal more than 99 per cent of the neo- 
phyte communist's education. 


Still another thing the Nervous Nellies ought to know is that the 
basic works of communism are (a) virtually unreadable save by scholars, 

and (b) a vast welter of falsifications, inconsistencies, md self- 
contradictions. An efficient way of innoculating any prospective communist 
against communism might be to thrust upon him Karl Marx's "Das Kapital" 

in its full, fat, two-volume form, or Nikolai Lenin's massively dudl "The 
Development of Capitalism in Russia." 


If the would-be Red is sufficiently a scholar to plow through these 
tomes he will discover that they are at best the product of an obsolete 
lgth Century sociology (though of course no real communist would dare to 
admit it openly), and at worst the product of minds unbalanced by a 
pathological fixation, a messiah-complex. 


If the student perseveres beyond Marx and Lenin to Leon Trotsky, 
the most brilliant and prolific communist "authority," he will discover 
himself in a maze of absolutely incompatible ideas with a variety of 


tunnels labeled Marxism, Leninism, Trotskyism, and Stalinism. All 
these tunnels come to dead ends, but the confusion is indescribable. 


By this time it would be surprising if the explorer did not sigh with 
relief upon discovering that he is a good old capitalist or fr. e-enter- 
priser after all. It would be even more surprising if avowed communists 
encouraged neophytes to read the basic works of communism--but they don't. 
For not only are there impossible snarls in those works of antique sociology, 
but the explorer would soon become aware of the fact that the technical 
philosophy of communism, "dialectical materialism," is even more hopelessly 
out of date and even more thoroughly discredited by the course of history. 


In short, not enough scientific and intellectual background survives 
in 20th Century communism to attract even the feeble-minded. People who 
are still recruited to the cause are attracted, as we have noted, for 
entirely different reasons--entirely personal, emotional, and usually 
irrational reasons. 


So anybody who takes the liberty of criticizing Warder Public Library 
for harboring a paltry few "books on communism" should also take the 
trouble of finding out just what those books are all about. Apart from 
the standard reference and source material every library should own, 
moreover, there are at least a couple of dozen "books on communism" 
published within the last 15 years or so which a public library should 
also possess, for the simple reason that they are profoundly anti-communist. 


Of that number might be mentioned several vigorous works on the sub- 
ject by Roman Catholic Bishop Fulton J. Sheen, a more recent volume by 
an Episcopal]. priest the Rev. Charles W. Lowry ("Communism and Christ"), 
Protestant Theologian Reinhold Niebuhr's superb "The Irony of American 
History," and Quaker Layman Whittaker Chambers' best-selling "Witness." 


One recalls a motto that used to be seen in public schools and text- 
books more frequently than it is now: "Knowledge is power." We can't 
fight communism effectively if we are ignorant of communism; indeed 
ignorance is the more subversive evil of the two. 


A public library is the arsenal of free men. Among other kinds of 
"ammunition," it contains or should contain those ludicrous communist- 
made "grenades" which because of defective workmanship, have never ex- 
ploded in this country and never will, but which can be tossed back into 
the enemy camp to detonate with preat power. This is a job for cool- 
minded men of learning, and they must not be balked by the timid, fretful, 
or fearful. 


If the Nervous Nellies had their way, no such clear and potent 
voice could be raised against communism as that of a Sheen, a Lowry, a 
Niebuhr, or a Chambers, for such influential anti-communists would be 
denied their fundamental democratic right of investigating the enemy's 


thought--a necessary preliminary to refuting it. 


By military analogy these Christian thinkers (and their numerous 
Jewish allies, including Martin Buber and Arthur Koestler) might be 
called " ounter-intelligence agents" in the global struggle against 
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communism. Wwe must see to it that our libraries provide the data for 
their powerful minds, and for the minds of upcoming generations of 
liberty's champions, until communism is eliminated as a world force. 


The alternative is to fight blind. Any American has the privilege 
of publing a burlap bag over his head and then trying to box with Rocky 
Marciano, but no American has the right to force burlap bags over the 
heads of his fellow citizens. "Knowledge" of communism is, inevitably, 
the prime "power" that will destroy it. 


", . « it is important that our libraries, together with our 
other free avenues of communication and informaticn, provide the American 
people with the facts. If the people are adequately informed, we need 
not fear their judgment. Wrong decisions, on the other hand, can 
usually be traced to the lack of sufficient information and knowledge. 


"In the counter-attack against pro-soviet material injected into 
the American literary bloodstream in the past few years, some of our 
good citizens, however sincere, are overdoing themselves in the other 
direction; and if they would have their way, we would read nothing of 
a communist nature, thus developing a national intellectual vacuum so 
far as the subject were concerned. How we are to guard against com- 
munism with no access to the facts about communism remains unexplained. 


"Also, some people who would burn the communist books forget that 
the communist conspiracy itself is the most diligent and thorough book- 
burning outfit the world has ever seen. We won't get very far 'defeat- 
ing' the practices of communism by imitating communists. . ." 

Herbert A. Philbrick in "Should Communist Books Be Freely Available 
Th Public Libraries?” Mass, Library Association Bulletin, Vol. 
No. 1, January, 1953, page 1. 


(PATRONIZE OUR ADViRTISERS; TELL THEM WHERE YOU SAW THE AD!) 
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TV PLAY ABOUT US 


(The following is reprinted from the Dec. 10, 1952 New York Times, p. 55,) 

"The Librarian," presented last Sunday afternoon over the N. Be. Ce 
television network, was a play that easily might go unnoticed, It 
shouldn't. 


The drama, written by John Latham, spoke out bravely and sincérely 
on one of more controversial issues of the day: The attempts of pressure 
groups to dictate what books should be kept in our public libraries. And 
it left no doubt where it stood: On the side of the librarian who puts 
principle above expediency. 


Mr, Latham's work, seen as part of the "American Inventory" series 
offered under a grant from the Alfred P, Sloan Foundation, had its share 
of shortcomings. In spots the plot was pretty sticky and the production 
was not always fluid, But in the climactic scenes that really counted 
“Librarian” had a courageous eloquence and fearlessness that lifted it 
head and shoulders above the average run of television drama. 


The story was a simple one: Amy McCain is a trained librarian who 
obtains a job in a small town called Newton. It is not long before she 
discovers, for instance, that the library has books giving only one 
version of American foreign policy. How, she asks, can a reader satis~ 
fy himself that the American way is best if there is no basis of com- 
parison? 


Miss McCain soon finds herself at odds with one of the town leaders 


who thinks of herself as the final arbiter of what the library should 
contain, Later, a vigorous young man who belongs to "a pretty important 
organization in this town" decides that it is time “we checked up on the 
books in our library." 


The young man explains that he is merely looking for “subversive 
books"; he can tell whether books are "good" or “bad", but other people 
can't and need "protection." 


Against the background an impending visit from a committee of the 
organization that wants to dismiss her, Miss McCain rehearses wh.at she 
will say. In essence her words are taken from the bill of rights adopted 
in 1948 by the American Library Association, 


These were excerpts from the play: 

“Public librarians can't possibly stand behind the ideas in every 
book=-but we do stand behind the right of every author to present his 
idea] 


“Our libraries should have the fullest practical provision of ma- 
terial presenting all points of view--which should not be removed from 
the shelves because of partisan or doctrinal disapproval, 


“Censorship of books, urged by self-appointed judges of morals or 
political opinion--or by organizations attempting to establish a forced 
concept of Americanism--must be challenged," 


| 


: Mr, Latham ended his drama with a single sentence of both power 


and poignancy. 


Will the approaching committee from the "pretty import~ 


ant organization" listen to the librarian's words] 


"I hope they will," she says. 


To Mr Latham, to Bill Hodapp, the producer; to Helen Wagner, who 
effectively portrayed Amy; to the Sloan Foundation and to N. B, Ce: a i 
round of thanks for a half hour of television of enlightened integrity. 


Jack Gould 
New York Times Radio 
and Television Editor 


LIBRARY BOOK SERVICE 
WITH MAXIMUM DISOCO'NTS 


WE WELCOME YOUR P'™RSONAL VISITS 


TO OUR BOOK DEPARTMENT 
AT ALL TIMES 


the T UND 
News Company 


Division of the American News Co. 


621 2nd. Avenue North 
Seattle 9, Washington 


BUY YOUR JUVENILE BOOKS 


“Bound to Stay Bound” 


AND 


EXPECT MORE CIRCULATIONS 
WE FURNISH ANY BOOK FROM 
ANY PUBLISHER PREBOUND 


Cata logs on Request 


NEW METHOD BOOK BINDERY, INC. 
JACKSONVILLE, ILLINOIS 
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ALA-UNESCO GIFT COUPON PLAN 


Public libraries throughout the country are providing information 
on the Unesco Gift Coupon Plan which supplies educational, scientific, 
and cultural supplies and equipment where they are needed abroad, 

This informational program is sponsored by the International Relations 
Board of the American Library Association because many organizations 
look to public libraries for program materials, 


Local libraries are displaying exhibits of photographs and 
informative materials which explain to voluntary groups how the Unesco 
Gift Coupon Plan establishes direct relationships between donors and 
recipient groups in the free countries, Equipment furnished through the 
plan ranges from laboratory equipment and supplies to voeational and 
handicraft tools, and audio-visual materials. ‘he library is not 
selling the coupons, These may be obtained direct from the Unesco 
Gift Coupon Office, United Nations, New York. 


The Unesco Gift Coupons in effect are a form of international 
currency and their use eliminates the purchasing, packing and shipping 
of materials which often encumber voluntary international assistance, 
Unesco field service officers in seven parts of the world, together 
with other Unesco experts and educational leaders in each country, 
locate the projects to re@eive assistance, 


Information on securing exhibit materials may be secured from 
Mrs, Rae Cecilia Kipp, Director, ALA-Unesco Gift Coupon Project, 
Harvard College Library, Cambridge 30, Massachusetts. 


"Like local libraries, state library agencies offer service to both 
individuals and groups. Rural discussion clubs, organized to consider 
agriclutural, political, or social problems, often obtain both bib- 
liographies and books from state library agencies. The Library De- 
vision of the Minnesota State Department of Education lends carefully 
chosen books to rural discussion groups in twenty counties. In 
Tllinois groups organized to study family life and training of children 
borrowed 1,300 books from the Illinois Library Extension Division in a 
recent year. 


In Nebraska, the Dakotas, -Kentucky, New Hampshire, and some other 
states, state-wide reading projects have been organized cooperatively 
by state home-demonstration agents and the state library agencies, 
Book lists on such subjects ae home improvement and travel are 
prepared by the state libraries and made available through the local 
home=-demonstration clubs, Each club builds its year's program around 
a particular subject and a particular book list, the individual mem- 
bers selecting for reading whatever titles interest them most. Books 
are borrowed from local libraries, where they exist, or direct from 
the state agencies,""---George A. Works and Simon 0, Lesser, Rural 
America Today, University of Chicago Press, 192, pp. 163-16h. 
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ALA ADULT EDUCATION SURVEY FINDINGS 


Important findings of the American Library Association's Survey 
of Adult Iducation in Public Libraries and State Ixtension Agencies 
are being brought to librarians at current stz<te association meetings 
by ALA Associate Executive Secretary Grace T, Stevenson, 


lrs, Stevenson is discussing the Survey findings at the Ilew 
Tngland Library ‘ssociation gathering at Swampscott, Mass, (Oct. 1 
to 3); the Iowa Library Association meeting at Des iloines (Oct, 22)3 
the llichigan Library Association, Crand Rapids, (Oct. 29); and the 
North Carolina ilegro Library ‘ssociation, Elizabeth City (lov. 6), 


The Survey, the first comprehensive survey of a library service 
ever made by ALA, was supervised by iirs, Stevenson and directed by 
lirs. Helen !luguenor Smith, It was made possible by a grant from the 
Fund for Adult Education, 


It was concerned with the services to commnity groups and adult 
education a;encies anc the libraries! adult education programs in 
commnities of 2,500 and over throughout the United States, It 
covered only the period 1951-52 and did not include services to 
individuals which is a basic library function, 


The Survey was conducted through a detailed <uestionnaire plus 
field interviews, The Survey libraries were broken down into five 
population croups as follows: 100,000 and overs 25,000 to 99,9993 
10,000 to 24,9993 and 2,500 to 9,999. The fifth group was state 
agencies, 


The actual number of cuestionnaires returned and tabulated was 
1,692, The tables show that these returns were representative both of 
the population groups and the geographic areas, 


Here are highlights of the findings: 


Adult education was defined in terms of what a library does when 
it is said to be providing acult education services, The policy 
making board of the Survey decided upori 37 services which were 
outlined in the questionnaire, These services were weighted by the 
same committee in order of their educational importance, and from 
these weights, a library was rated as doing "a great deal," or 
"a medium amount," or "a little." Under this scale, 55 percent of 
U.S. public libraries are doing a great deal or a medium amount of 
adult education, 


The services provided by 50 percent or more of all libraries are: 
exhibits and displays, book talks, advice in planning for commnity 
leaders, printed materials in duplicate cuantity for discussion, and 
physical fecilities, About 20 to 25 percent of the libraries provide 
audio=visual services (recordings and films) to groups Only a few 
libraries provide TV programs and training in group participation 
and leadership, 
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About tyo-thirds of the libraries do not provide information 
on community adult education resources, nor studies of commmnity needs 
and resources, Yorty percent of the libraries conduct their om adult 
education programs such’as book prograis, discussion programs, audio= 
visual progrems, Fifty-five percent of the personnel conducting these 
library programs were voluntscers and specialists from the community. 
Only 10 percent of the libraries had separate adult education 
denartments, Reasons nost frecuently siven for not providing services 
were lack of funds, lack of space, and lack of staff, 


In those libraries providing proprams,'a great deal of commnity 
co-operation made them possible, such as ccesponsorship, providing of 
personnel, ecuipment, administration and funds, 


Needs which emerged from the Survey were: training for librarians 
in the adult education field; analyses of community needs and resources 
by local libraries; and more scientific evaluation of library adult 
education activities, The ALA Advlt Education Beard is planning to 
devote considerable effort in the next few years to discovering ways 
to help meet these needs, Iirs, Stevenson said, A complete report 
of the Survey will be published early in 195h. 


"Adult use of the public library is restricted almost entirely 
to a selected ten percent of the pthlic. While approximately one 
person in five visits a library during the course of a year, 95 per- 
cent of all the visits are made by the tenth of the population who 
make the most visits and 98 percent of all the library books read 
are read by the tenth who read the greatestnumbers of books. 


The small fraction of the adult population who use the public 
library come from the informed elite. People who do not read news- 
papers do not go to the library, Relatively few people who do not 
read magazines ever go to a library. By no means all book readers 
are library users but nine tenths of all librery users are people 
“ho read books, The library serves that segment of the population - 
which is most likely to have received information through other 
sources and those who use the library most are also in most free 
quent contact with the other sources, 


Library users as a group have much more formal education than 
people who do not use the library, They also tend to come from the 
higher income brackets although education seems to be a more dis- 
criminating factor. They are younger than non-library-using adults. 
They are found disproportionately often in the professional and 
clerical occupational groups. The library's clientele is clearly not 
representative of the population as a whole." Angus Campbeli and 
Charles A. Metaner, Fublic Use of the Library and Other Sources of 
Information, University of Michigan, Institute for Social Reasearch, 


9 91-520 
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October 12, 1953 


Miss Marion Bingham, President 
Idaho State Library Association 
Boise Public Library 

Boise, Idaho 


Dear Miss Bingham: 


Following is a compilation of the Library Laws of Idaho, It is the 
purpose of the Legislative Committee to assemble all of our Idaho Library 
Laws so that they might be easily evailable to everyone for careful study 
and for comparison with the Library Laws of other states, In this way 
we may understand clearly what we ere presently enabled to do, and what 
changes need to be made to meet future needs and situations, 


From the compilation, it immediately becomes apparent that the cryin; 
need is for proper definitions of tarms such as "state ilibrery", "state 
library commission". Since the last legislature changed 33-2501 to read 
State Library Board, all the places in the laws referring to "commission" 
are no longer applicable, 


Sincerely, 


Alice McClain, Member 
Legislative Committee, ISLA 


IDAHO LIBRARY LAWS 
(Based on Idaho Code, 1949 and the 1953 supplement) 


Courts and Court Officials -- Supreme Court Reporter. 


1-505. Distribution of reports, 

eoee The decisions of the said Supreme Court shall be prepared for 
publication, by the reporter, as rapidly as possible, and as soon as a 
sufficient number of decisions are prepared to fill a volume, such 
volume shall be printed, and four hundred copies therof delivered to the 
state librarian, who shall distribute them as follows. To the Librarian 
of Congress, five copies; to the Idaho State Library, five copies; to 
the University of Idaho, general library, two copies; to the College of 
Law of the University of Idaho, six copies; to Albion Normal School and 
to the Lewiston Normal School, each one copy; to the library at the 
state penitentiary, one copy; to each county prosecuting attorney, one 
copy; to each probate judge, one copy; to each district judge, one copy; 
to each justice of the Supreme Court, one copy; to the clerk of the Suprer 
Court, two copies to be kept in the court room during the sessions of 
court for the use of the bar; to the Attorney General five copies; one 
copy to the Land Commissioner of Idaho; one copy to the Public Utilities 
Commission; one copy to the Industrial Accident Boerd; one copy to the 
Department of Public Works; one copy to the Bureau of Insurance; one 
copy to the Judiciary Committee of the Senate during sessions of the 
legislature; one copy to the Judiciery Committee of the House of 
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Representatives during sessions of the Ligislature; to each state md 
territory in the United States, two copies, for the use of the state 
library therof; to each foreign state or country, sending to this 

state copies of its printed court reports, two copies; to the governor, 
secretary of state, state trecsurer, state auditor, superintendent of 
public instruction, commissioner of reclamation and state mine inspector, 
each one copy; frovided, that each public officer receiving a copy of my 
volume or volumes of said reports under the provisions of this section, 
shall take good cere of the same, and shall upon retiring from office, 
turn the same over to his successor in office, provided further, that 
copies of my volume of such reports may be again issued to any of said 
officers, institutions, states or territories upon good and sufficient 
proof of loss of the copies sought to be replaced, presented tto the 
justices of the Supreme Court, who may, by writing signed by a majority 
of the justices direct the librarian to furnish another copy of the 
volume so lost, in place therof, but no direction to furnish another 
copy shall be made in any case, without good and sufficient evidence 
showing that the officer, institution, stete or territory sustaining 
such loss, sustained the same without fault or negligence. 

(Section é of Session Laws. 1935 ch. 3, compiled heréin as 59-60h, 
provides as follows; "The above provisions of this act shall be made in 
recognition of benefits received through receipt at depository libraries 
and elsewhere in the state of Idaho of public documents of the United 
Stetes under the provisions of federal law.") 


1-508, Receipt to printer -- Record and receipt for reports distributed, 
-- The librarian of the state library shall give to the contracting printer 
a receipt for all copies of reports of said decisions delivered to him by 
such printer, and the librarian shall keep a correct record, in a book 
kept especially for thab purpose, of all volumes received and distributed 
under the provisions of this chapter, and shall take a receipt for all 
copies of such reports distributed, and file and preserve the sze, 


State Law Library 


4-101, Establishment of a state lew library. -- A state law library for 
the use of the courts and members of the bar of this state is hereby 
established in the city of Boise. The Boise state law library shall be 

kept in the state capitol building, and ishsreby also designated as the state 
library for official poublications received from other states and the federal 
government, 


4-102. State publicetion furnished law library. of each law, 
pamphlet or other publication herafter made by or under authority of the 
state, or any of its agencies, shall be sent to the stete law library, 


4-103, Control of the state law library, -- The justices of the Supreme 
Court shall have the control and management of the state lew library and 
shall make such rules and regulations respecting the same as they deem best. 
They shall appoint librerians therefor and fix their compensetion and the 
amount of bond required in case they deem bond should be given, Said 
justices may dispose of superfluous or duplicete publications or other 
property of said law library, by sale-or otherwise as they may deem to be 
in the public interest, Any moneys so received shall be paid to the 

state treasurer and apportioned to the general fund, 
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4-105. Disbursement of funds, -- The justices of the Supreme Court shall 
have the management of all funds belonging to or appropriated for the use of 
the state law library, and expend and disburse the same for the benefit 
thereof, as, in their judgment may be best; and upon demand of said justices 
or any three of them,the stete auditor shall draw his warrants upon the 

state treasurer to the extent of such sums as there may be in the treasurer's 
hands belonging to or appropriated for the use of said state law library. 


4-107. Use and abuse of law library. -- Any person may have access to and 
may use the books in the stete law library under such restrictions as the 
justices of the Supreme Court may prescribe. Any person who shall violate 
any rule established for the management of the state law library may be 
denied the privileges therof, Any person who shall wantonly mutilate or 
destroy any book or article of furniture, or any pamphlet or paper belonging 
to the state law library, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and shall 
be punished accordingly, Any person who fails to return to the state law 
library any book taken therefrom by him, within the time prescribed by the 
rules of said library, shall be liable to the librarian in three times its 
value to be recovered in a civil action; and if such person be an officer or 
employee of the state, the same shall be withheld from his salary, 


Powers and duties of Board of Commissioners (County). 


31-825, Maintenance of county lew library, -- To contract to purchase and 
to purchase and provide for care by clerk of district court of such law books 
and pamphlets as said commissioners may judge from time to time necessary 

for use of the district court and the county officials and bar of the county, 
and to provide for the care of all such books end —" as may be donated 
or loaned to the county from time to time, 


State Board of Education, 


33-113, Executive offieers -- Powers and duties -~- ... li. Supervise, govern 
and direct the state library commission and adopt such regulations for its 
administration as may contribute to its efficiency in the service of the 
people and in promoting the educational welfare of the state, 


District Trustees. 


33-714. Trustees -- Duties and powers -- The Board of Trustees of all school 
districts in the State of Idaho shall have power and it is its duty to: oe. 
12, School Libraries, It is hereby made the duty of the board of trustees 

of every school district in the state of Idaho (except class A. and class B, 
school districts) to apply at least three per cent of the moneys anmally 
apportioned to said district to the maintainance and establishment of a school 
library, the books therefor to be selected from a list approved by the state 
board of education, The library shall be kept in a suitable case or cases at 
the school house, and books therefrom shall be loaned to pupils and patrons 
within the district for periods not exceeding four weeks at any one time 


and a complete record therof must be kept and the borrowers thereof must be 
required to replace or account for loss or damage thereto, A complete report 
shall be made annually by the board to the county superintendent of the 
conditions and status of the library and the board is empowered to make such 
rules and regulations in regard thereto as it may deem expedient, 

22. To exclude from the school and school libraries of said district all books 
papers and cateciéms of a sectarian nature, 
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4-105. Disbursement of funds, -- The justices of the Supreme Court shall — 
have the management of all funds belonging to or appropriated for the use of 
the state law library, and expend and disburse the same for the benefit 
thereof, as, in their judgment may be best; and upon demand of said justices 
or any three of them,the stete auditor shall draw his warrants upon the 

state treasurer to the extent of such sums as there may be in the treasurer's 
hands belonging to or appropriated for the use of said state law library. 


4-107. Use and abuse of law library. ~<- Any person may have access to and 
may use the books in the state law library under such restrictions as the 
justices of the Supreme Court may prescribe, Any person who shall violate 
any rule established for the management of the state law library may be 
denied the privileges therof, Any person who shall wantonly mutilate or 
destroy any book or article of furniture, or any pamphlet or paper belonging 
to the state law library, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and shall 
be punished accordingly, Any person who fails to return to the state law 
library any book taken therefrom by him, within the time prescribed by the 
rules of said library, shall be liable to the librarian in three times its 
value to be recovered in a civil action; and if such person be an officer or 
employee of the state, the same shall be withheld from his salary, 


Powers and duties of Board of Commissioners (County). 


31-825. Maintenance of county lew library, -- To contract to purchase and 
to purchase and provide for care by clerk of district court of such law books 
and pamphlets as said commissioners may judge from time to time necessary 

for use of the district court and the county officials and bar of the county, 
and to provide for the care of all such books end pamphlets as may be donated 
or loaned to the county from time to time, 


State Board of Education, 


33-113, Executive offieers -- Powers and duties -~ ... 14. Supervise, govern 
and direct the state library commission and adopt such regulations for its 
administration as may contribute to its efficiency in the service of the 
people and in promoting the educational welfare of the state, 


District Trustees. 


33-714. Trustees -- Duties and powers -- The Board of Trustees of all school 
districts in the State of Idaho shall have power and it is its duty to: oo. 
12. School Libraries, It is hereby made the duty of the board of trustees 
of every school district in the state of Idaho (except class A. and class B. 
school districts) to apply at least three per cent of the moneys anmally 
apportioned to said district to the maintainance and establishment of a school 
library, the books therefor to be selected from a list approved by the state 
board of education, The library shall be kept in a suitable case or cases at 
the school house, and books therefrom shall be loaned to pupils and patrons 
within the district for periods not exceeding four weeks at any one time 


and a complete record therof must be kept and the borrowers thereof must be 
required to replace or account for loss or damage thereto, A complete report 
shall be made annually by the board to the county superintendent of the 
conditions and status of the library and the board is empowered to make such 
rules and regulations in regard thereto as it may deem expedient, 

22, To exclude from the school and school libraries of said district all books 
papers and cateciéms of a sectarian nature, 
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State Librery Commission 


33-2501, State library board -- Membership, -- The state library board shall 
consist of the state superintendent of public instruction, as exofficio 

member, and three members appointed by the governor, one for a term of one 

year, one for a term of two years, and one for a term of three years, Thereafter 
the governor shall annually on the first Monday of July @ point one member of 
said board to serve for a term of three years, The state library board shall 
meet not less than twice each year, and the members therof shall be paid the 
standard per diem allowance authorized by law, The board shall elect its 

own officers and shall make and prescribe all necessary rules and regulations 
for the conduct of the public business hereby entrusted to its care, 


33-2502. Traveling libraries -- Cooperation with schools and libraries -~ 
Donations -- Reports, -- Said commission shall have the management of the — 
traveling library or libraries belonging to the state, and shall make such 
rules governing the use of the sams, and of the books and property pertaining 
thereto, as it may deem necessary, Said commission sha] cause said books 

to be distributed throughout the state, and at suitable intervals change such 
distribution in such manner as to secure the use and enjoyment of said books 
to the people of the state, The commission shall have power to employ a 
qualified librarian whose duties shall be defined by the sajd commission. It 
shall cooperate with the management of public schools and other free libraries 
within the stete, and adopt such means as shall promote their establishment, 
Said commission mey receive donations of money, books or other property, . 


or personal, for the benefit of such ee oe 5 library or libraries, the ti 
to which property ‘Shall vest.in the state of Idaho, to be held and controlled 


said co si ; 
bye Ons commission shall report annually to the governor, 


ommen: ons as it may deem proper, 

33-2503, Accounts of commission -- Certification and payment of claims, -- 
The secretary of s@id commission shall keep a full report of the proceedings 
of said commission, and accurate accounts of expenses incurred by it in 
carrying out the provisions of sections 33-2501 .. 33-2503. The chairman 
of said commission may issue certificates, countersigned by the secretary, 
for all claims against said commission, incurred in the management of said 
traveling librery or libraries, and in carrying out the objects of this 
chapter, which claims, when approved by the board of examiners, shall be 
paid by warrents drawn upon the fund in the state treasury provided for such 


purpose, 
Public Libraries. 


33-2601, Cities may establish libraries -~ Tax levies, -- The common council 
of every city and of every village of the state of Idaho shall have power to 
estabjish a public library and reading room, and for such purpose may annually 
levy and cause to be collected, as other taxes are, a tax not exceeding three 
mills on the doller of the taxable property of such city or village, to 
constitute a library fund, which shall be kept by the tregsurer separate and 
apart from other moneys of the city or village, and be used exclusively for 
the purchase of books, periodicals, necessary furniture and fixtures, and 
whatever is required for the maintenance of such library and reading room, 


33-2602. School district libraries -- Election -- Tax levy -- Duties of 
school trustees, -- The trustees of a school district in which is situated 
no incorporated town or village having a population in excess of one thousand 
and withiir which no public library and reading room is established or 
maintained under the provisions of section 33-2601, on the petition of twenty 
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electors therof, shall, upon four weeks’ notice published in some newspaper 
of general circulation published in the county wherein such district is 
situated, submit to the electors therof, at the first election held therin 
for the purpose of electing a member or members of the board of trustees, 
following the publication of said notice, the question whether there shall 
be a public library established in such school district for the use and 
benefit of the citizens therof, Those voting at such election in favor of 
such library shall put upon their ballots the words, "Public library -- yes," 
and those voting thereat against such library the words, "Public library -~- no," 
If a majority of the electors voting at such election shall vote in favor 
therof,the trustees aforesaid have authority, annually, to levy upon all the 
taxable property in such school district a tax not exceeding two mills on the 
dollar valuation thereof, to be applied to the establishment and maintenance 
of a library aforesaid, and the procuring of suitable building or rooms for 
the same, All boards of school trustees, acting under the provisions of this 
section, shall perform the same duties required of, and have the same power 
and authority granted to the common council of a city or village by the pro- 
visions of sections 33-2601 -- 33-2608 under like conditions, and the treasurer 
- Doss board of trustees shall perform the duties of treasurer for the public 
ary. 


33-2603. Directors of libraries -- Appointment -- Term of office -- Vacancies 
-- Com ation, -- For the government of such Py and reading room there 


said board,. of city oF vil thelr any, time, 


the date of appointment, and until lor successors are appointed, but upon 
their first appointment they shall divide themselves at their first meeting, 
by lot, into three classes: two members shall form the first class and shall 
serve for one year from the date of appointment; two members shall form the 
second class and shall serve for two years from the date of appointment; and 
one member shall form the third class and shall serve for three years from the 
date of appointment, All vacancies shall be immediately reported to the proper 
council by its directors, and shall be filled by appointment in the same manner 
as appointments are originally made. Appointments to complete an unexpired 
term shall be for the residue of the term only, No compensation shall be paid 
or allowed to any director in any manner whatsoever, 


33-2604. Organization and powers of directors, -- Said directors shall, 
immediately after their appointment, meet and organize by the election of one 
of their number president, and by the election of such other officers as they 
may deem necessary, They shall make and adopt such by-laws, rules and 
regulations for their own guidance and for the government of the library and 
reading room as may be expedient, They shall have the exclusive control of 
the expenditure of all moneys collected for the library fund, and the super- 
vision, care, and custody of the room or buildings constructed, leased or set 
apart for that purpose; and such money shall be drawn from the treasury by 
the proper officers, upon properly authenticated vouchers of the board of 
directors, without otherwise being audited, They may, with the approval of 
the common council, lease and occupy, or purchase or erect on purchased ground, 
an appropriate building: provided, that not more than one-half of the income 
in any one year can be set apart in said year for such purchase of building. 
pores Beene appoint a librarian and assistants, and prescribe rules for their 
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33-2605. Libraries to be free -- Rules and regulations, -- Every library and 
reading room established under sections 33-2601 -- 33-2608 shall be forever 
free for the use of the inhabitants of the city, village, or school district 
where located, always subject to such reasonable rules and regulations as the 
library board may find necessary to adopt and publish in order to render the 
use of the library and reading room of the greatest benefit to the greatest 
number, and they may exclude and cut off from the use of said library and 
reading room any and all persons who shall wilfully violate such rules, 


33-2606, Reports of directors, -- The said board of directors shall make 

an annual itemized report to the state library commission on June 30 of each 
year, stating the condition of their trust, the various sums of money received 
from the library fund and from all sources, and how much has been expended, 
the number of books and periodicals on hand, and the number added by purchase, 
gift, or otherwise during the year, the number lost or missing, the number of 
books loaned out, and the general character of such books,with such other 
statistics, information and suggestions as. they may deem of general interest, 
and the state library commission may require. 


33-2607. Donations to library. -- All persons desirous of making donations 

of money,personal property or real estate for the benefit of such library, 
Shall have the right to vest the title to the same in the board of directors 
created under this chapter, to be held and controlled by said board, when 
accepted according to the terms of the deed or gift, devise or bequest of such 
prepersy: ane as to such property the said board shall be held and considered 
to be the special trustees, 


33-2608, Taxes for existing libraries -- Definitions, -- Incase a free 


subscription library has been established in any city or incorporated village, 
and duly incorporated and organized, the council may levy a tax for its 
support, as provided in sections 33-2602 --33=2608, without change in the 
organization of such library association: provided, it becomes a free library. 
The sums so raised shall be duly paid to the officer duly authorized to receive 
the same, and shall be under the control of said library association: provided, 
that if at any time the said library association ceases to exist, or for any 
reason fails to provide a free circulating library as required by the provisions 
of this chapter, the books and other property accumulated from the proceeds 

of the levy herefn authorized shall become the property of the city or village, 
and be subject to the control of the council as herein provided, 

In this chapter, unless the context otherwise require®, "library" includes 
libraries with branches, loans, reference, traveling and reading room depart- 
ment, lectures and museums; "city" includes towns and villages; "council" 
means the legislative body of an incorporated eity, town or village; "mayor" 
means the chief executive officer of an incorporated city, town or village. 


State University 


33-2806. ee. The board(of Regentg may prescribe rules and regulations for 
the management of the libraries, cabinets, museum, laboratories and all other 
property of the university and of its several departments, and for the care 
and preservation therof, with penalties and forfeitures, by way of damages 
for their violation, which may be sued for and collected in the name of the 
board before any court having jurisdiction of such action, 
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Municipal Bonds, 


50-2801. Purposes for which bonds may be issued -- Limitation on anount, -- 
Every municipal corporation incorporated under the laws of the territory of 
Idaho or of the state of Idaho shall have power and authority to issue 
municipal coupon bonds not to exceed at any time in aggregate ten percent of 
the assessed full cash valuation of the real estate and personal property 

in said municipal corporation, according to the assessment of the preceding 

6. To provide for the purchase, erection, construction and furnishing of 
public buildings and building sites, including municipal public libraries, 
for the use of such municipal corporation, 


Reports of State Officers. 


59-60. Receipt of public documents of United States, ...this act (Session 
Laws 1935 , ch. 43, par. 6, p. 79) shall. be made in recognition of benefits 
received through regeipt at depository libraries ard elsewhere in the state 
of Idaho of public documents of the United Stetes under the provisions of 
federal law, 


Revenue and Taxation. 


63-105, Property exempt from taxation, -- The following property is exempt 
from taxationte«.no deduction shall be made in the assessment of shares of 
capital stock of any corporation or association for exemptions claimed under 
this section, 

1. Property belonging to the United States, this state, or to any county or 
municipal corporation or school district within this state. 

16, All public libraries, 


Legislative Coungel,. 


67-707, Access to law library and official records of state. -- The material 
(including books and other publications) of the state law library shall be 
made available to the legislative counsel, and all officers of the state, al 
state institutions, and all departments, commissions, bureaus and other 
official state organizations and all persons connected therewith shall give 
the legislative counsel access to their records and full information and 
reasonable assistance in any matter of reseerch requiring recourse to them 
or to data within their knowledge or control; and said office of legislative 
counsel may cooperate with any such officers of the state educational 
institutions, departments, commissions, bureaus, and other state organizations, 
all persons connected therewith in such manner as may be approved by the 
legislative counsel. 


State Historical Society. 


67-4102, Duties of society, -- It shall be the duty of said society: 

1. To collect books, maps, charts, pictures, and other papers and materials 
illustrative of the history of this state in particular, and generally of the 
northwest, 

2. To procure from pioneers narratives of their exploits, perils and adventures, 
3. To procure facts and statements relative to the history, progress, and 

decay of the Indian tribes within the state, 

4. To collect and preserve fossils, specimens of ores and mineral object 
curiosities connected with the history of the state, and all such books, maps, 
writings, charts, or other material as will tend to facilitate historical, 


hh 


scientific and antiquarian research, 

5. To bind, catalog, and carefully preserve all unbound books, manuscripts, 
pamphlets, and especially newspaper files containing legal notices, now in 
its possession or which it may hereafter receive, 

6, To biennially prepare for publication a report of its collections, and 
such other matters relating to the transactions of the society as may be 
useful to the public, 

7~ To keep its rooms open at reasonable hours on business days, for the 
reception of the citizens of this state and others who may wish to visit the 
Same. 

8, To appoint an historian in each county of the state, to be known as the 
county historian, to cooperate with the historical society of the state of 
Idaho in the performance of its duties as herinbefore set forth, 


67-106. Appointment and powers of trustees. -- Within ten deys after the 
presentation of the resolution and the delivery of property mentioned in the 
preceding section, it shall be the duty of the governor to appoint a boare of 
three trustees, who shall have exclusive control of the property acquired from 
said corporation, maneging and conservirg the same for the use and benefit 

of the state of Idaho, for the purposes in this chapter herinbefore recited, 
and who shall have authority under this chapter to employ the services of a 
librarian, 


67-4107. Duties of librarian, -- It shall be the duty of the librarian, by 
and under the direction of the board of trustees, to do and perform, or to 
procure to be done and performed, all the acts specified in section 67-102, 


67-4109, Fixing salaries of librerian and assistant librarian, -- The board 
of trustees of the State Historical Society of the state of Idaho may fix the 
Salaries of the librarian and assistant librarian of the State Historical 
Society in accordance with sections 67-2601 through 67-361). 


IDAHO LIBRARY LAWS -- INDEX 
Cities and villages establishing 
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rules and regulations for use, power to adopt 
tax levy for free subscription library 
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tax levy for support 33-2608 


Law libraries, legislative counsél's right to use 67-707 
Law library, maintenance by county 31-825 
Fublic documents - receipt 59-604 


School districts establishing 


districts without incorporated towns or villages 33-2602 
duties and powers of trustees 33-2602 
election on question 33-2602 
free use by public 33-2605 
notice of petition to establish 33-2602 
petition for establishment 33-2602 
rules and regulations for use, power to adopt 33-2605 
tax levy 33-2602 
School library 
annual report to county superintendent 33-714 
funds applied toward maintenance 33-714 
loan of books and record kept 33-714 
place kept 33-7ly 
sectarian books, power to exclude ; 33-714 
State historical society librarian 67-102, 67-l106-07, 67-109 
State law library 
Boise, established at 4-101 
controlled by Supreme Court h-103 
exclusion of persons from libraries, grounds 4-107 
failure to return bowrowed books, penalty 4-107 
funds, disbursement 4-105 
mutilation or destruction of books, documents, or 
equipment, penalty 4-107 
places established 4-101 
right te use libraries 4-107 
state publications furnished to 4-102 
use of library h-107 .. 
State librarian, Supreme Court reports 
distribution 1-505 
free list 1-505 
receipt given printer for copies received 1-508 
receipt taken for copies distributed 1-508 
State library board - members 33-2501 
State library commission 
account kept of expenses 33-2503 
annual report to governor 33-2502 
approval and payment of claims 33-2503 
authority to employ librarian 
chairman's duties 32503 
cooperation with public schools & free libraries 33-2502 
distribution of books through out state 33-2502 
donations and gifts, right to receive 33-2502 
duties of secretary 33-2503 
employment of librarians 33-2502 
management of libraries en to State 33-2502 
members = see State Libr 
supervisory powers of board of of 33-113 
traveling libraries, management 33-2502 
Tax exemptions 63-105 
Traveling libraries 
distribution of books through out state 33-2502 
management by library commission 33-2502 
University of Idaho Library, management by board of regents 33-2806 
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POCATELLO PAINTS 


Fending the eventual building 
of a new library - which has been 
pending for some 45 years now) - 
Pocatello Public Library has just 
had its face lifted, This summer 
the eatire inside was painted a 
pale green in a week-long operation, 
with the building closed. An old 
building near the library is being 
replaced by a hotel parking lot, 
which should help circulation. 

Some other news items from 
Pocatello are that Mrs, Mary E. 
Hunt, retired last spring after 
long service as a reference lib- 
rarian, is back working part-time 
as general assistant, and that four 
of the staff attended the PNLA Con- 
ference at Sun Valley. 


TAKE NOTICE! 


Last January we printed a full 
page advertisement inserted by Mr. 
N.eA. Kevatch of 801-05 2nd Avenue, 
Los Angeles 43, California. Mr. 
Kovatch offered to buy bound or un- 


bound periodical files. Despite 
repeated requests he has refused to 
pay the cost of this advertisement. 
Mr, Waldron, Advertising Manager, 
and your editor merely wish to point 
out this fact to any reader of the 
"Librarian" who may intend to deal 
with Mir, Kovatch. 


BOISE FACTS 


Affective July 22 Mrs. Jeanette 
Pafford became circulation librarian 
at Boise Public Library replacing 
Mrs, Eleanor Olson, who resigned. 


IDAHO FALLS TRAVELS 


So far as your editor knows, the 
Idaho Falls Public Library has the 
unique distinction that practically 
the whole staff (with the exception 
of one half-time worker) went to 
Sun Valley to the PNLA meeting 
there, with time off and vart of 
the travel expenses OK'd by the 
library board. The generosity 
should bear fruit in increased 
enthusiasm and understanding of 
library problems. We hope other 
library boards throughout the 
state will take notice, and that 
our May meeting will be the place 
to which all Idaho librarians will 
go next spring. 

Another item from Idaho Falls is 
that the city council has granted 
$10,000 to purchase an elevator, 
build a pent house, and install 
the lift. Work has already begun. 


RIGBY 


Stella Livingston, Rigby librare 
ian, reports that an open house, 
September 25, climaxed e summer of 
improvements, including new furnish- 
ings, with emphasis on children's 
tables and chairs, a new lighting 
system, coving, furnished hard- 
wood floors, and new and ample 
shelving to house the iibrary's 
6,100 volumes. Rigby's library 
has established a memorial case for 
books given in memory of family 
and friends. 


MULLAN 


Mullan's library, opened twel.ve 
hours each week under Mrs. F.W, 
Rolfs, city librarian, has recently 
added a number of new books. 


U. of I. 


Melville Spence, formerly assist~ 
ant director of the Beloit (Wiscon- 
sin) College Library, has been av- 
pointed to the position of Generali 
Librarian (special assistant to Mr. 
Zimmerman) at the University of 
Idaho, Mr. Spence, graduate of 
Beloit and of Western Reserve Uni- 
versity, where he attained his 
master's degree in Library Science, 
is a welcome addition to the hand- 
ful of male professional librarians 
in the state. 

The University Library has a 
duplicate set of the Harvard 
Classics which it will send for the 
cost of mailing to a public or 
college library in Idaho upon 
request. 


IDAHO STATE COLLEGE 


Eli M. Oboler, I.8.C. librarian, 
had articles printed in the August 
"Library Journal" and the October 
"ALA Bulletin". The Library Journal 
article, entitled "T-Formation", de- 
scribes the new library building at 
Idaho State College. The ALA 
Bulletin article deals with out of 
print dealers and their relation- 
ships to librarians. 

Miss Martha Guenther, assistant 
librarian, was elected secretary-= 
treasurer of the Division of 
Cataloguing and Classification of 
the Pacific Northwest Library 
Association for the next year. 

Miss Alice McClain, associate 
librarian, was appoiitsd to “he 
Legislative Committee of ISLA for 
1953-5h. 

Mr. Oboler has been appointed 
1953 representative from Idaho to 
the Delegate Assembly of the Adult 
Education Association of America. 

The new building is scheduled 
for completion in January and 
detailed moving plans are now 
in process, 
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Fffective October 15th the per- 
sonnel, books, reports, and equip- 
ment of the Technical Library of 
the Idaho Operations Office of the 
U.S. Atomic Energy Commission in 
Idaho Falls will be transferred to 
the Phillips Petroleum Company. — 
The library will be operated under 
contract to the Commission and will 
serve the same A.E.C. and cortractor 
personnel as tefore. Plar.ned con- 
solidations of collections and 
personnel should make possible more 
efficient and comprehensive service 
to users. 


GREAT BOOKS 


The Buhl Public Library has be- 
come the third public liorary in 
Idaho to sponsor a "Great Bocks" 
program. Pocatello and Burley 
were the first to sponsor this, 
although only Burley's is still 
active, 

Your editor visited the Buhl 
Public Library on his way back from 
Sun Valley, and found Mrs. Yeiter, 
librarian, a gracious hostess, 

She takes great pride in the inter- 
esting and modei'n architecture of 
the Buhl iibrary, as well as its 
modern furnishings, 


RUPERT REPORT 


Mrs, Myrtle Reynolds, Rupert 
librarian, tcok her first vacation 
in many years this past summer, 


being gone three months. While 
away she visited the libraries at 
Kellogg, Wallace, and Salmon, In 
her absence, Mrs. Nina Grace, 
assistant librarian, carried on. 
The library was closed two weeks in 
August for some cleaning and re- 
decoration. Two new rockers help 
make reading in the library more 
comfortable and enjoyable. 


NEW JOB 


Eli M, Oboler nas been appointed 
Federal Coordinator for the Associa- 
tion by Miss Bingham, replacing 
Leonard Thorp. Mr. Oboler regularly 


attends mid-winter meetings of the 
ALA and will be able to attend 
meetings held by Mrs. Julia Bennett, 
Washington Representative of the ALA. 
Don't forget to watch your "Idaho 
Librarian" for news affecting Idaho 
out of the ALA Washington Office, 


ARCO CHANGES 


Lily L, Gaumer, tormer Rigty 
libzarian, now heads Arco's library, 
which was closed October 1 for a 
complete renovation and decorating. 
By October 15 it was expected the 
hooks would all be culled, repaired, 
and recatalozed by a committee of 
members of various community ~ 
churches and organizations. The 
library, opened 11 hours each week, 
features a Saturday afterroon story 
hour for the children. 


NEW MEMBERS 


Tne following have been added to the Library Association list since 


July: 


INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS 


Charlie W, Abshire, Librarian 
Downey High School 


Anna Green, Children's Assistant 
Pocatello Public Library 


INSTITUTIONAL MEMBERS 


R.T, Williams Library 
Northwest Nazarene College 


Ann Swisher, Circulation Assistant 
Pecatello Public Library 


Emily Hood, Cataloger 
Pocatello Public Library 


Pocatello Public Library 
Pocatello, Idaho 
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COMPAL ore AND 
BINDING: SERVICE FOR ALL 


DENVER, 


fcr M11 Types of Libraries and Book Storage Roomsee. 
AMES STEEL LIBRARY SHELVING 


* AMES FREFSTANDING STE®L SHELVING for use 
where a changeable floor plan is desired. 


* AMFS MULTI“TIER BOOKSTACK CONSTRUCTION 
for installations where the book stcrage 
area is to be permanently located. 


Write for descriptive literature: 


[Bo okstack [Division 


150 Hooper Street San Francisco 7, California 


THIS SHOULD. HELP 


